
PHILOSOPHY 

Athletic participation assists in promoting the importance of teamwork, effort, goal setting, and 
commitment.  Athletics can be highly competitive, but winning is not the primary measure of 
success.  Sportsmanship, respect for participants coaches, our parents, are more important than 
the outcome of the game.  All athletes do not perform at the same level, but all can demonstrate 
effort, dedication, and fair play.  Give all that you have while you are at practice and in games. An 
athlete’s character development far outweighs his or her athletic accomplishments. Above all else, 
we are firm believers in family comes first 
 

PLAYING TIME 

As we want all our athletes to play as much as they can, playing time is earned, it is not given. 
Factors that can determine playing time can be the following things not in any order:  

1. Down and distance during the game 
2. Sideline attentiveness of the player 
3. Practice attendance 
4. Practice results 
5. Listening capabilities 
6. Physical capabilities 
7. Possible injury during a practice or game 
8. Effort, attitude, coachable ability 
9. Equipment readiness 
10. Failure to contact coaches about attendance or situations. 
11. Removal from game to correct player by the coach to teach the player. 

 

CRITERIA THAT WILL NEVER EFFECT PLAYING TIME 

Criteria that will never effect playing time. Failure to inform coaches can still result in lack of 
playing time. 

1. Family matters/emergencies. 
2. Vacations previously planned. 
3. Any sort of religious event or scheduled activity. 



4. Schoolwork or important educational projects that are on deadline. 
5. Injuries, when returning from an injury the player will receive opportunities. 
6. Illness, if the parent informs the coach. 

PLAYER CONDUCT / RULES 

The following are standards/rules of the players. Failure to do so can mean being sidelined during 
games or could be circumstances for removal from the team: 

1. Having good public behavior while you are at Mustang High School Home Games, at your 
schools, and to your teachers. Being a Mustang player holds you to a higher standard than 
others. Being well-behaved also gives respect to your community. 

2. Work hard in the classroom. This is far better than getting 10 touchdowns. 
3. Players will appreciate their parents bringing them to and from school, practices, games, and 

respect for our parents at home. 
4. Have good sportsmanship while at games to other teams and teammates.  
5. Although respect is earned from the coaches, show them respect and listen to them at best 

of your ability.  
6. Respect the decisions made by your coaches and your parents. 
7. Report to your coaches of any physical conditions you may be having during practice or at 

games. We want your safety and health to be good before anything else.  
8. While on the sidelines at games, stay attentive so you know when to go in. Not listening will 

keep you on the sidelines. 
9. Excuses, do not create them, they will become a habit in life.  

PARENT / ADULT CODE OF CONDUCT 

Failure to abide by these codes of conduct could result in the removal of the parent/athlete from the 
game and or team.  

1. Parents/adults will exhibit responsible, and thoughtful behavior to players, coaches, 
officials, and league administrators.  

2. Parents/adults will recognize that decisions may be discrete by the coaches. Parents/adults 
agree to respect these decisions.  

3. Parents/adults are to discuss  things with coaches in a private manner, not public.  
4. Parents/adults are to talk discretely with coaches about playing time by this chain of 

command:  
 
a. Have the player go to his position coach and ask, “what can I do to improve.” 
b. If needed parents can go to the players position coach on offense or defense 
c. Give the coach(s) the ample time and opportunity to observe the player and see for 

improvements or tendencies. 
d. The head coach. If (b) is not done first the head coach will not discuss playing time 

manners. The head coach is also a position coach.  
 



5. Parents/adults are to display good sportsmanship toward the other team and players. They 
are young, it is our job to show our kids how to handle ourselves through example. 

6. Parents/adults agree to check the team website, Facebook, and GroupMe updates about 
team functions. 

7. Parents/adults should be their child’s biggest fan, not their biggest critic. Messing up is how 
they will learn, let the coaches be their critic. 

8. Parents/adults are to not talk ill or stop the ability of a player learning from the coach. Let the 
coach do the coaching. Support the players position coach.  

COACHES 

1. Coaches will show enthusiasm. This can mean some yelling, yelling shows passion and 
enthusiasm for the game at times. Just because a coach is yelling doesn’t mean he’s yelling 
at your athlete.  

2. Coaches are to not use fowl l language or unethical behavior to players, parents, officials, 
and league administrators.  

3. Coaches are to not step on the toes of other position coaches. Let the coaches coach their 
position.  

4. Coaches will have patience when a player does not understand a  concept. Reteaching will 
be implemented and is important.  

5. Coaches are to use chain of command if there are issues. Below is the chain of command 
procedures. 
 

a. First, have a discussion with the other coach discretely. No discussions will be in 
public or in front of parents. We are adults and we can have disagreements and 
conversations.  

b. Second, if a discussion cannot be handled then the head coach can and will intervene.  
c. Third, if parties cannot come to an agreement, the head coach has the right to close 

the matter at hand and make a decision that is best for the coaches, parents, and 
most importantly the kids. 

d. Fourth, further matters can result in the removal of the coach from the staff or in some 
instances the team.  
 

6. Coaches are to respect the decision of the head coach.  
7. Coaches are to make sure that their position players are safely equipped.  
8. Coaches are responsible for subbing their position players in and out of games.  
9. Coaches are to show and earn the respect of the kids; respect is earned not given.  
10. Coaches must always be role models for the players and parents and other coaches. 
11. Coaches must pass a background check and certifications below before on field coaching is 

done. Education provided by NFHSLearn.com  
a. Heat Illness 
b. Concussion Awareness 
c. Cardiac Arrest 


